Subject: Monitoring of Press and Propaganda Broadcasts of Foreign Powers 

Reference: (a) C.I.G. Directive No. 2 dated 
(b) Re^o^P^^A^lo^Comrnittee to 

MiMHHMMMMBMflM dated 18 

1. The Problem: 

a. g-|^U|jg^ c the war, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 

a which 

press and propaganda broadcasts of foreign powers. The FCC was in process 
of liquidating this agency when its functions were taken over by the War 
Department on an interim basis ong^-jEifpggber 19 U9. 

b. The product of the was valuable to State Department, 
to the intelligence agencies of the War and Navy Departments, to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and undoubtedly to other Departments and 
agencies. 

c« Hie War Department has requested that a permanent disposition 
of the functions of monitoring press and propaganda broadcasts of foreign 
powers be determined since the interim arrangements wa&l cease at the end 
of the Fiscal Year 19 U6. 

2. Discussion: 

a. The function of monitoring press and propaganda broadcasts 
of foreign powers is an overt means of obtaining intelligence information 
of use to the intelligence agencies of State, War and Navy Departments. 

b. (1) The function of monitoring press ang^i^^ganda broad- 
casts of foreign powers was originally undertaken by under the FCC 

early in 1914 as a result of recommendations made by the Defense Com- 
munications Board. 
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(2) The 


I was organized functionally intoj an office of the 


Director "which gave general supervision to the service j a Monitoring Divi- 

CT^SPEC 

sion responsible for multi wg""np the monitoring schedule for all 
stations and of providing excerpts from programs monitored near Washington) 
j/L Publications Division responsible for preparing and issuing reports on 
incoming broadcasts for rapid distribution to government agencies request- 
ing them and for maintaining a central background filej an Administrative 
Services Division responsible fo^ip^nf^jgrgphing, collating, and distri- 


^buton^the processed reports,' and 


(3) The War Department -was ig£|p^ps|d^ji December 19 bS that 
the FCC was in process of liquidating the The War Department 

thereupon expanded its monitoring program to meet the from 

this liquidation. The War Departmen^^ajp^.g^d former personnel, 
effective 30 December 19h$ t and A all facilities, including those held 
by lease or contract, were acquired -by'the War Department on loan 'dh by 
transfer-. The War Department arranged for the renegotiation of outstand- 
ing leases and contracts. It acquired by loa^f;J\?fe#>|£gcilities and 
equipment owned by FCC necessary to continued ^^Joperations, 

c. The function of monitoring foreign press and propaganda 
broadcasts should be continued since it is of value to the intelligence 
agencies of War, State, and Navy, The necessary budget arrangements to 
maintain this function should be made for the Fiscal Year 19it7. Hie 
War Department is the only agency now prepared to undertake this budget 
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problem and it has included the necessary funds in its budget requirements, 
d. It appear&^^^jijfcg present' organization carrying on the 


former functions of the 


lunder War Department direction should be 


liquidated for the following reasons? 

(1) Trte-fnnnti nn .shanl 


reports are circulated 

£s>eely to a*y organizations or persons requesting same, including foreign 
'%4‘^+J oilAt*£vrit\ '{j-t 

agencies. .Its product should be restricted (to authorized intelligence ^ 

< i f - pr o per j . nt ejAigeHee-^dipee'feifnr ig“1^bg""given»-t^-'±te"acti‘vitie s . 



agencies^ 

" j,,!. -dL&vr 

(2) The personnel wo nka.ia g-4n , -the organization , s h e u l d -tw 
^J3ca?e&aed for- Be curity-prio^-to- feeiiig 


Tfrks is essential sine 




JA? 'is essential siflee disclosure of the 
direction given to the activities of the organization will necessarily 
provide intelligence information to any foreign country. 

e. Central direction of the activities of the organization is 
required. C»wcc | he pro t hret- 1 ‘ of ' " ' fei& '-or gani B at toft^is of use to State, War, 
^and Navy^in varying degrees* central direction i a iwe e awapy Hse insure that 


% 


the specific needs of a 


ss are considered. This 


direction cwAd be given by^a committee composed of «r UuIMairWxnar . 

^ ^ et Mh+t hCbc&t*** tf , &*&:*«** % 

£ coordinator from the Central Intelligence Group and members from A-2, 

G-2, ORI, and ONI. , 


f. A /tny one of the three Departments concerned could operate 
this agency^ pertain preliminary steps would be required before State 
or Navy could undertake its operatis*^ including : 

Provision for the necessary administration and supply. 
Transfer of the budget from War Department to the 

T) Arrangement for the necessary communication facilities 


operating 
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Screening of personnel .for security purposes^ 

' S t a t e- ' B e partm e r ^?pgyat±'cm‘hin;gg3-c^ 

\ 

o . f£ . io^^f --ftg^gar^f"^ia"I ; ft:ti Hl^'6nge', > v r f!ontinued operation by the War 

(*4 ' 

Department would require screening of the personnel* aftsu 7 , 

g. Operation'^ unaeg 0 t IvQ r c o wUi ' c l would require that the same 

O) 

steps be taken as outlined in f above with particular emphasis on arrange- 

— 'v 

ments being made for the necessary administration and supply, 

~ h 

3. It is concluded that; 

a. The function of monitoring foreign press and propaganda 

broadcasts should be continued under- the 6rIyC h. **<**<£tvy 

b. The present organization fulfilling this function under 

War Department direction should be liquidated and the War Department 
^ ^ ‘ * 


should continue operational control during the 


,tion. 



The Central Intelligence Group should take over direction 
of this function, including the period of liquidation. This should be done 
by provision for a committee with C.I.G. chairmanship, membership by 


A-2, G-2, OKI, and ONI. 

d* The Director of Central Intelligence should be responsible 
for issuing the necessary directives to effect the liquidation. 

e. The Director of Central Intelligence should be responsible 
for determining which funds, personnel and facilities are required by 
the C.I.G. to continue the functions and for making the necessary 
administrative arrangements for their transfer. He should be responsible 
also for determining what additional facilities are required to be 


continued by the State, War and Navy Departments (such as communication 
facilities) and for making the necessary arrangements. In addition, he 

should determine *en Tfofofofr. if A 3tBfto8fei&S)Mo8 1 (l6oife 1 '' motion 
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and operating the organization required to carry it on. 

f » The War Department should take the necessary budgetary 

action to carry out this program. 

Ij., Recommendations: 

It is recommended that: 

a. The conclusions contained in paragraph 3 above be approved. 

b. Each member of the Intelligence Advisory Board designate 

— ur 

a member of a committee for "which the G,i\G. will furnish the cliaii man- 

and whose function will be to give direction to the function of monitoring 
press and propaganda broadcasts of foreign powers. 

c. The draft directive in enclosure A, implementing the 
conclusions, be approved for submission to the N.I.A. 
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2* Based on the recommendations contained in the report of this 
Indepartmental Committee and on a thorough review of the problem, it is 
considered that the operation of this function falls under the provisions 
of sub-paragraph 3c of the President's Directive of 22 January 19U6: 
"Subject to the existing law, and to the direction and control of the 
National Intelligence Authority, the Director of Central Intelligence 
shall * * * * c. perform,, for the benefit of said Intelligence 
Agencies, such service of common concern as the National Intelligence 
Authority determines can be more efficiently accomplished central ly." 

The enclosed draft directive was prepared as a means of providing for 
this central direction under the C.I.G, 


L?Ti 


nncw * I At 

i uJL % f iHl 
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2. h. Operation of this agency appears therefore to come under 
the provisions of sub-paragraph 3c of the President’s Directive of 
22 January 1S>U6 which stated that; -Subject to the existing law, and to 
the direction and control of the National Intelligence Authority, the 
Director of Central Intelligence shall * * * * c. perform, for the 
benefit of said Intelligence Agencies, such services of common concern 
as the National Intelligence Authority determines can be more efficiently 
accomplished cent rally.- f c^tinued operation of this functimby the 
War Department after liquidation of the existing organisation is unde- 
sirable since it would practically deny the liquidation and since it 
would require militarization of the new organization with the attendant 
delays. Operation by the State Department at this time is nbt considered 
desirable, due to the fact that it would depend on the Office of Research 
and Intelligence continuing to be organized as a central intelligence 
facility. Operation by the Navy is not considered desirable since 
it appears to obtain less value from the performance of this function 
than either of the other two interested Departments. It is therefore 

believed that this operation can be more efficiently accomplished 
centrally under the G.I.G. 
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2. h. Operation of this agency appears therefore to come under 
the provisions of sub-paragraph 3c of the President's Directive of 
22 January 19 U6 -which stated that; "Subject to the existing law, and to 
the direction and control of the National Intelligence Authority, the 
Director of Central Intelligence shall c. perform, for the 

benefit of said Intelligence Agencies, such serviced f common concern 
as the National Intelligence Authority determines can be more efficiently 
accomplished centrally." Continued operation of this function^ after 
liquidation of the existing organization b y the 

utt4a Biirablfta^naer. it would practically deny the liquidation. Operation 
by the State Department at this time is not considered desirable, due to 
the fact that its -''Intelligence Agency is relatively new and in the process 


of organization. Operation by the Navy is not considered desirable since 
it appears hm to obtain less value from the performance of this 
function than either of the other two interested Departments. It is 
therefore believed that this operation can be more effectively accomplished 
centrally under the C.I.G. 
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